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INTRODUCTION
This manual is for early childhood professionals, working within a Christian educational
setting, who seek to include multicultural education within their curriculum. By early
childhood professionals, I am referring to caregivers and teachers who work with toddlers
through children in grade two. The settings they work in include, but are not limited to
Christian day care centers, preschools, private elementary schools, and even Sunday
school classes within a church. The purpose of this manual is to help all of those who
work with children, following biblical principles, to use those same guidelines to affirm
diversity, teach children to resist bias, and see themselves and others as an equally
valuable part of the world.
There are three overarching questions that this manual seeks to answer. First, what
exactly is multicultural education? How is it defined in the literature, and who are the
theorists that have been influential in broadening and deepening our understanding of the
topic? How does our lens, as Christian educators, shape our own understanding of this
topic? What role does multiculturalism have within the church I in general?
Second, why do we, as Christian educators need to include multicultural education within
our classrooms? What part should it play in a biblically based curriculum? Does God
desire for us to learn more about this area as we continue to grow professionally and in
the likeness of Him? What does scripture have to say about the values underlying, and the
principles inherent, in multicultural education? Will the children that The Lord has
entrusted into our care benefit from our purposeful inclusion of multicultural education?
Third, what does multicultural education look like in a high quality Christian early
childhood setting? How does a classroom that is committed to affirming diversity and
helping children to resist bias look? What will we need to implement these principles
and ideas into our teaching? What are some concrete lesson ideas and teaching strategies

The church, as defined by Jesus, is the body of believers and the bride of Christ, a people group, not a
building
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reference will make this manual relevant for all Christian Educators, as its biblical base
can be appreciated by those from any denomination.
As an educator, I firmly believe in the wonderful capacity children bring to us. "The
Kingdom ofGod belongs to such as these" (Luke 18:16). Although not based on
scripture, my personal beliefis that God gave children to us, as part ofour learning
landscape and training ground, to help us learn to be more like Him. Children can teach
adults valuable lessons, especially young children who have yet pick up and fully
embrace the 'culture' that adults are so immersed in. Children by nature are honest,
sincere, and forgiving. Working alongside them, opportunities to identify ways we need
to grow become painfully obvious. Anyone who works with children can easily see why
our Lord calls for us to "become like little children" in order to enter the kingdom of
heaven (Matthew 18:3).
Although there are many educational theorist who have advanced the field tremendously,
those that have influenced my thinking the most are progressive and constructivist
educators, such as Dewey, Bruner, Vygotsky, and Thorndike. I firmly believe as Dewey
did, that to prepare people for their role in a democracy, we must give them plenty of
opportunities to practice within schools. Not in superficial ways that scratch the surface,
but in ways that activate their understanding of, and experience with how to influence
and direct the world in which they seek to live. One ofthe important roles of our
educational system is to shape strong, active citizens who are not afraid to use their first
amendment (and other) rights to stand up for what they believe and create a more just
society.
Children need opportunities to use their natural curiosity to inquire, to learn by doing, to
collaborate and create, and to act and reflect. Young children's learning is most
enhanced by active learning, engaging in concrete learning experiences to promote
development in all areas: physically, intellectually, socially, emotionally, and last but not
least, spiritually. Life experience and prior knowledge is an asset that children bring to
their classroom, and iftapped, is the catalyst that shapes meaningful learning
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